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We cannot accept any of the above views. Comparing
the attributes of Apam Napat and the physical surroundings
of Apam Vatsa we consider them identical. All the attributes
assigned to Apam Napat are easily explained if we take this
view. The ' golden place' simply refers to the nebulse in the
surroundings. The ' waters' again refer to the same. The
c rivers *' represent the Milky Way with its branches. The
three goddesses were nothing but three brilliant stars in the
surroundings (see above). The ' cow * is nothing but the cloud.
The downpour of rain and the growing of herbs evidently refer
to the period when the star used to rise on the heaven towards
the end of the rainy season at night and hence the vernal equinox
must have been placed near the Pleiades (Krttika) at the time
of the observation. This happened sometime between 1750-
2000 B.C.

Lastly, since we find the deity mentioned in the A vesta,
with more or less the same attributes, I believe that the star
was recognised at a very early period of Aryan civilization.

3.    Ahirbudhna.   This  deity has  been  praised  in   some
twelve places, five times with Aja Ekapad and thrice with
Apam Napat.

We do not get any idea of the deity from the Vedas. He
has been said to be ' born from water' and to live amongst
waters in the firmament (VII. 34. 16). He has been .invoked
not to cause any harm to the people (V. 41. 16 ; VII. 34. 17);
thus he must have been considered as a malefic deity.

According to Yaksa (4. 30), Ahirbudhna is one whose
abode is in the firmament (antariksa). According to Sayana,
the term signifies * one going to the firmament.'

Oriental scholars think this deity to be c a serpent of the
Deep'. Macdonell thinks that Vrtra and Ahirbudhna were
probably the one and the same god but that later they have
become differentiated from each other.

We have shown under Aja Ekapad that Ahirbudhna is the
star a Andromedae.

4.    Apah.   The present deity has been invoked seven times.
She is brilliant (VII. 47. 3 ; VH. 49. 2-4) and producer

(oozer) of honey (VII. 49. 3). She was born in the firmament
(VII. 49. 2). We find the mention of her 'waves' (VII.
47. 2) which arose in the heaven (X. 30. 9). Indra drinks the
(water from the) wave (X. 30. 9). She goes through water,
(VII. 49. 1) and has got medicine (from herbs) and fire in her
body (X. 9. 6). Fire has entered the body of Spa (VIL 49. 4).
Varuna is her husband (VII. 49. 3). Indra released her once
(VIL 49. 1). Varuna and Soma live in her abode (VII. 49. 4).

The name of Apa occurs some forty-seven times in Vaja-
saneyisamhita in connection with the mantras of various sac-
rifices. In many hymns she has been invoked for various
kinds of benefit or gift. In the Atharvaveda, we find the